Themes for Shakespeare’s Plays

Antony & Cleopatra:


Antony and Cleopatra’s Love Triangle


Compare Enobarbus with Antony


Does the comparison of Antony with Octavius Caesar reflect the

differences between Rome & Egypt?

As You Like It


Gender and Sexual Genre in As You Like It
Cymbeline:


Confusion

Hamlet:


Hamlet, A Theme of Revenge









Fortune,Fate, &Providence






Estrangement in Hamlet 








Hamlet:  Disease and Poison







Analysis of Motivating Forces in Hamlet

Weakness or justice







Death in Hamlet 






Betrayal






Hamlet’s Frailty and Inability to Act

Hamlet, Macbeth:


The Supernatural in Hamlet and Macbeth

Compare the role of Hamlet’s father’s ghost with the role of the 

witches in Macbeth

Henry IV, Part I:


Themes of Blood and Greed in Henry the IV 

Portrait of Falstaff

Julius Caesar:

Betrayal 

Supernatural

King Lear:


Moral issues








Madness and Evil in King Lear 

Morality and the Fool in King Lear
Justice

Compare the parallelism of Lear & his daughters with Gloucester

& his sons


Compare Gloucester’s physical blindness with Lear’s spiritual 

blindness

Macbeth:

Blood Imagery in Macbeth  

Light & darkness and sight & blindness 

Manipulation by the weird sisters or fate? (Do the weird sisters 

manipulate Macbeth’s fate or does he change his own fate?)

Consciences of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth 

Measure for Measure:


Attitude toward society







Jealousy in Measure for Measure 



Sense of justice

Merchant of Venice:


Themes of Hate and Revenge in The Merchant of Venice

Midsummer Night’s Dream:


Confusion and Love in A Midsummer Night’s Dream



Mythology in A Midsummer Night’s Dream


Fantasy and Supernatural Elements in A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream 

Comedy in A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Much Ado about Nothing:


Irony


Othello:


Tragedy of beauty & fortune


Love between Othello and Desdemona in Othello





Iago’s motives








Brotherly love








Reputation, honor, and self-esteem







Black and White Imagery in Othello

The Devil in Othello 










Use of song









Jealousy and trust 

Jealousy and Suspicion in Othello 

Richard II:


Sun symbolism


Garden imagery


Moral & political implications of Bolingbroke’s usurpation

Richard III:

Character of Richard—ambition, quest for power, & ability to 

mask his evil


Good and Evil in Richard III 







Romeo & Juliet:

Romeo and Juliet:  Marriage of Love and Death 

Love and Hate in Romeo and Juliet 

Comparison of Romeo’s love for Rosaline and for Juliet

Light & Dark Imagery in Romeo and Juliet
High and Low Imagery in Romeo and Juliet
Foreshadowing in Romeo and Juliet 

Youth and Age in Romeo and Juliet
Feuding in Romeo and Juliet
The Tempest:


Illusion









Themes of Time, Nature and Mastery in The Tempest 

The Portrayal of Mankind in The Tempest 

Transformation of evil into good in the course of the play

